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easy to understand Relevanceto thepresent Contextsexplained



Hello again
Teachers! I'm thrilled to share the grand finale of my 
Freebie- Series on World War 2 with you! 

You'll receive an exclusive reading passage on 
"Spies, Codes, and Secret Agents ." I guarantee, 
this resource is sure to thrill your students and bring 
history to life in your classrooms.

Is a part of my WW2 Reading Passages and 
Worksheets , covering various subjects such as 

Å D- Day: The Normandy Invasion
Å Women in World War 2
Å African Americans in World War II: TUSKEGEE 

AIRMEN and 
Å Stauffenberg's assassination attempt on Hitler: 

OPERATION VALKYRIE 

The collection covers several critical topics in-
depth and presents students with a comprehensive 
view of what happened during the war, making
learning an enjoyable and interesting experience.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/World-War-2-Unit-Reading-Passages-Worksheets-Women-Spies-etc--9493844
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/World-War-2-Unit-Reading-Passages-Worksheets-Women-Spies-etc--9493844


HOW IT WORKS
This Reading Passage is part of the 

w(>S%= (#S 33 Y\VaEg{O

The BUNDLE includes :

ÅInteractive Notebook 
(which is alignedwith the)

ÅInteractive PowerPoint

Å5 Reading Passages& 
Worksheets

ÅTest - Assessment

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/World-War-2-Unit-BUNDLE-Interactive-Notebook-PowerPoint-Reading-Test-9494031
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/World-War-2-Unit-Interactive-Notebook-NO-PREP-ready-to-use-World-War-II-9493514
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/World-War-2-Unit-Interactive-PowerPoint-NO-PREP-WW2-World-War-II--9493851
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/World-War-2-Unit-Reading-Passages-Worksheets-Women-Spies-etc--9493844
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/World-War-2-Unit-Test-Quiz-Assessment-Exam-Worksheets-World-War-II--9493850


TIPS FOR TEACHING
These reading passages and worksheets are great for classroom use , distance

learning , and in -depth study.

TIP: 

Words that are either explained by the teacher or worked out independently by the 

students should be marked in yellow. Sometimes it is helpful to work through the 

marking process with the teacher. This is because some students find it difficult to 

mark the right places and because students need to learn to think in categories. 

Explanations and instructions from the teacher will be very helpful. Here are a few 

ideas for use of the material:

ÁIndividual work in class or distance learning

ÁReading aloud with your partner (clear rules about volume are needed) & working 

through the questions and worksheets together. 

ÁTeaching method: Merry - Go- Round

ÁTeaching method: Jigsaw Group Method: Students are divided into five groups and 

each group works on one reading passage including questions. The groups are then 

mixed so that there is one student from each of the core groups so that all of 

the passages can be discussed. This method keeps students activated and allows a 

lot of material to be covered at the same time.

Of course, there are countless ways to use the text passages. The material can be 

used as a stand - alone resource. However, it is best used in combination with the 

interactive notebook and the spectacular interactive PowerPoint. For example, these 

reading passages are perfect for the "faster" students to delve deeper into the 

topic if they work independently on the interactive notebook and finish earlier than 

others.

All materials on this topic are combined into a " BUNDLE" and are available at a 

discount over the individual products.
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green: What is the meaning of "Double Cross"?
pink: Number of German double agents
blue: Who usedenigma?
orange: who wrote the James Bond novels?

D-Day:_______________________________________
Axis powers:________________________________
inventoryLists:____________________________ 
linguists :___________________________________

Spies, Codes &
Secret Agents
Spies,secret agents, and message encryption played an
important role in World War II . Each country had its
own intelligenceservices that tried to intercept secret
information about their enemies. This includedthings like
troop movements, submarine locations,supplies,bunker
locations, and new weapons and technologies. This
information could determine the outcome of a battle or
save thousands of lives.

FEMALESPIESANDDOUBLEAGENTS
A spy was usually someone who already had access to
secret documents and information. In addition to
physical training, spy training often included shooting,
parachuting,and acting classes. Women were also used
as secret agents. Manyof them were messengers, but
there were also female agents working in special units.
For example, in order to initiate the Allied attack on D-
Day,several British and French women spies parachuted
into France. The British also tried to find German spies
and turn them into double agents. This tactic is called
"double- crossing". Altogether they succeeded 40 times.
These spies would then either pass on secret
information about the Germans or give them false
information.

SECRETCODES&ENIGMA
Throughout the war, the Allies and Axis powers used
codes to communicate sensitive military information.
Behind the scenes, an army of codebreakers worked in
absolute secrecy to intercept and decipher these
messages. Evenbefore the war, the Germans developed
arguablytheir most important secret weapon: a machine
calledEnigma. It lookedlike an ordinary typewriter, but it
couldactually be used to encodea message in millionsof
different ways. This was made possible by pre- set,
moving rotors that broke down sentences into
completely illogical sequences of letters . This made
Enigmaideal for the rapid encryption and decryption of
military and political information that was so useful to

Germany's lightningwar tactics. Every day, the German
military transmitted thousands of encrypted messages.
These includedorders from Hitler, detailed reports from
generals at the front, weather reports, and inventory
lists of supply ships.

CODEBREAKERSINENGLAND
The Germans were convinced that Enigma was
unbreakable. In response, the British assembled a team
of outstanding mathematicians, linguists, and scientists.
At Bletchley Park, a British government facility north of
London, this small group of codebreakers developed
techniques for decodingintercepted Enigma messages.
It was here that Alan Turing developed a technique
calledtraffic analysis. This made it possibleto determine
what type of machine had encrypted a message, thus
reducingthe many variables of Enigma. Starting in 1941,
he and his team were able to decodeall of the German
Navy's Enigmamessages. They were able to reveal the
locationof German submarines in the North Atlantic and
help the Allies evade their attacks. The flood of high-
level military information produced by Bletchley Park
was code- named Ultra. Accordingto some experts, Ultra
may have hastened Germany's defeat by as much as
two years.

SECRETWEAPONS&GADGETS
Ian Fleming,who wrote the originalJames Bond novels,
worked for British NavalIntelligence during the war. And
like James Bond, many spies were equipped with cool
gadgets. Hollowed- out corks or pipes with secret
compartments were used to concealsecret messages.
Bombs were disguisedas coaland mixed into the fuel of
trains. There were also explodinganimal dung bombs -
bombs made to look like horse or camel dung,depending
on the application. There were also bombs in the shape
of fruits and vegetables to be smuggled in with real
food. More absurd were shoes sewn into stuffed rats,
which left barefoot prints to confuse the enemy.

Mark in text !Mark and define !
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CODEBREAKERS IN ENGLAND

SECRET WEAPONS & GADGETS

FEMALE SPIES AND DOUBLE AGENTS

SECRET CODES & ENIGMA

Match the subheadings to each section. Write your answer in the boxes.
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Spies, Codes &
Secret Agents

Coal torpedo1

2

5

4

1

It was a concealed murder weapon mounted 
on the back of a cowhide glove. To hide it as 
much as possible, the weapon was usually 

worn with a long- sleeved coat.

Spy agencies designed secret maps hidden 
between the thin layers of playing cards. 
When these decks were soaked in water, 

they were easier to peel off, revealing the 
map.

Both American and British intelligence used 
this grenade, which looked like a piece of coal. 

The bomb has an iron casing filled with 
explosives that would be shoved into the 
firebox of steamships or trains, where it 

would explode.

This suicide pill contains a highly toxic, lethal 
substance called cyanide, which a person 

intentionally ingests to quickly achieve death 
by suicide. The purpose was to avoid a 

gruesome death by torture or the disclosure 
of secret information.

3

It was probably the Germans' most 
important secret weapon. The device for 

encrypting and decrypting messages looked 
like a typewriter. Together with his team at 
Bletchley Park, the British mathematician 

Alan Turing succeeded in decoding the Enigma 
messages.

Suicide pill3

Playing cards with hidden maps2

Glove pistol4

Enigma5

Which invention is it? Number the pictures and use arrows to 
connect which information goes with which picture!
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YOU MAY ALSO BE 
INTERESTED IN THIS:
To access the individual products included in the bundle, simply click 
on the images which will link you to my shop. Then, as you scroll 
down, you'll find the complete list of the included products.

Tip: Buy a bundle! You'll save money compared to 
buying each product separately!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/1920s-Roaring-Twenties-Unit-BUNDLE-Interactive-Notebook-PPT-Reading-Test-9516537
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Holocaust-BUNDLE-WW2-Unit-Interactive-Notebook-PowerPoint-Reading-Test-9461397
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Industrial-Revolution-BUNDLE-Interactive-Notebook-PPT-Reading-Test-9484057
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/WORLD-WAR-1-UNIT-Resource-BUNDLE-Notebook-PowerPoint-Reading-Test-7766632
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Enlightenment-Scientific-Revolution-BUNDLE-9456569
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/French-Revolution-BUNDLE-Interactive-Notebook-PowerPoint-Reading-Test-9537503


Did you know: You can earn credits toward future 
purchases by leaving reviews on the products you buy. 
Well, you can! It only takes a few minutes, earns you 

points toward free resources, and helps the seller get 
recognition, too! 

GET MORE!

LEAVE A REVIEW &

SAVE MONEY

Don't miss out on my other FREEBIES, 

the latest teaching resources, sales, 

and special offers - follow me on TpT

and click this link to stay updated !

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Teachermanuella
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/Teachermanuella


IMAGE CREDIT
Cliparts & Illustrations

TERMS OF USE
You are free to use my materials in the 
classroom and share them with your students.

If you are happy with my teaching resources, I 
welcome you to share your experiences. You can 
post photos or short clips of my teaching 
ressources on social networks, mentioning my 
name (TeacherManuElla) or referring to my 
profile on tpt .

You may not share, resell, or redistribute my 
teaching resources with colleagues (e.g., via 
Dropbox, Telegram, email, clouds, or other 
means). This is prohibited by copyright law.


